
Fertilizer Registrations:
Act 36 of 1947



Fertilizer desision tree



Agricultural remedy decision tree



Fertilizer Groups

Fertilizers

Group 1
NPK≥100g/kg

Group 2
NPK˂100g/kg

Group 3
Contains natural or 

synthetic substances 
or organisms that 

improves or maintains 
soil fertility



DALRRD regulatory requirements
 Payment of application fee
 Cover letter 
 Application form fully completed in duplicate (including 

Formulation table)
 Draft Label in duplicate
 Certificate of Analysis (from a reputable, independent and 

accredited laboratory with ISO17025 or AgriLASA affiliated) 
 Chemical potential of product
 Heavy metals as listed in Table 12 fertilizer Regulations
 pH, Ash content, Moisture content, Specific Gravity (Liquid)
 Microbial Identification

 Imported microbes, import permits, confirmation of supply, Microbe collection 
details

 Local microbes: Bioprospecting permits, accession number assigned by 
manufacturer and origin of microbial culture

 Quality control, pathogen analysis
 Strain and CFU / relevant unit quantities, purity, 
 Shelf life
 Efficacy studies

 Material Safety Data Sheet
 GHS classification.



Composts/Vermicomposts/Composted 
Manures

The COA should include:

• Chemical potential of the product

• Potentially harmful elements (Table12)

• Ash content

• Moisture content

• Organic matter content

• Sieve test

• pH



WHERE DOES BSF FRASS FIT IN?

• We will have to build a specification realistically do-able by 
every FRASS producer.

• FRASS has:
• A nutritional component – Carbon & Nitrogen
• There is a microbial composition – possible Baccilus spp, Lactobacillus

spp. Pseudomonas spp.

• Can we claim better plant growth overall plant growth, root growth, soil 
ameliorant?



Pathogens to consider……





Certification
• Ceres / Eco-Cert

• Global GAP – important factor would be label claims, and crops 
stated on labels!!

• Possible pot trials 

• Extrapolation to crop groups with pot trials.



Fertilizer bill

• Major changes proposed in the Bills are licensing of facilities that 
manufacture fertilisers, animal feed and pet food, moving away from the 
current model of pre-approval of all animal feed products before putting 
them on the market. Another change is that feed manufactured on 
commercial farms will now be regulated, resulting in some farms being 
required to register their manufacturing facilities.

• Registration of all raw materials

• Accreditation (possible GMP)



THE WAY FORWARD?????

• Creating a place for FRASS registrations within the given framework.
• Workshop on possible specifications for registration purposes.
• Supporting data – Elsevier journal excellent article on FRASS…


